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Protohistoric Investigation in the Upper 

Krishna 
Basin-Maharashtra and the 

Recent Discovery at Siddhewadi 

Niranjan Kulkami 

Introduction 

Protohistoric Deccan can be witnessed through the remains pertaining to Neolithic 

Chalcolithic and Megalithic periods. However, considering the situation of Protohistoric 

Maharashtra, except for monumental work in Tapl-Godavari-Bhima valley; we find lack 

ofevidences in other significant river valleys of the area. The Tapi valley was meticulously 

studied with a regional approach (Shinde, 1984). However, except for excavations at 

Nevasa (Godavari Valley) (Sankalia et al, 1960) and Inamgaon (Bhima valley) (Dhavalikar 

et al, 1988); other valleys still needs to be studied with regional approach. So far 

Protohistoric studies in Krishna valley in Maharashtra (henceforth UKB iLe. upper Krishna 

basin) is concemed, it remained uneplored. 

Problem 

It is necessary, at the outset, to mark the study area. It woud also help us to know 

the potentiality of the area for the settlement of the first farmers 

The study area of UKB comprises of three districts of southem Maharashtra, vt 

Setara, Kolhapur and Sangll. The area is bordered by Western Ghats from its west and 

by Mahadeo ranges from its north, east and southeast. 

Considering geographical rellef, climate, ralnfall, vegetation and people, we car 

observe three major belts in the study reglon (Flg. 30.1). Generally, the westerm belt 

indicates high relief, heavy rainfall, thick vegetation and people are involved in rice 
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